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oak openings, and forest; and the same may be said of the
other side of the Mississippi, now distinguished as the dis-
trict of Toway. Limestone quarries abound, indeed, the
whole of this beautiful and fertile region appears as if na-
ture had so arranged it that man should have all difficul-
ties cleared from before him, and have little to do but
to take possession and enjoy. There is no clearing of
timber requisite; on the contrary, you have just as much
as you can desire, whether for use or ornament. Prairies
of fine rich grass, upon which cattle fatten in three or four
months, lay spread in every direction. The soil is so fer-
tile that you have but to turn it up to make it yield grain
to any extent; and the climate is healthy, at the same time
that there is more than sufficient sun in the summer and
autumn to bring every crop to perfection. Land carriage
is hardly required, from the numerous rivers and streams
which pour their waters from every direction into the
Upper Mississippi. Add to all this, that the Western lands
possess an inexhaustible supply of minerals, only a few
feet under the surface of their rich soil—a singular and
wonderful provision, as, in general, where minerals are
found below, the soil above is usually arid and ungrateful.
The mineral country is to the south of the Wisconsin river —
at least nothing has at present been discovered north of it;
but the northern part is still in the possession of the Win-
nebago Indians, who are waiting for the fulfilment of the
treaty before they surrender it, and at present will permit
no white settler to enter it. It is said that the other por-
tions of the Wisconsin territory will come into the market
this year; at present, with the exception of the Fox river
and Winnebago Lake settlements, and that of Prairie du
Chien, at the confluence of the two rivers Wisconsin and
Mississippi, there is hardly a log-house in the whole dis-
trict. The greatest annoyance at present in this western
country is the quantity and variety of snakes; it is hardly
safe to land upon some parts of the Wisconsin river banks,
and they certainly offer a great impediment to the excur-
sions of the geologist and botanist; you are obliged to look



